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Symbology for Standardization of Cargo Handling Systems

1. SCOPE:

The symbols specified in this SAE Aerospace Recommended Practice (ARP) are applicable to all 
aircraft cargo handling systems for lower deck as well as for upper deck systems.  Utilizing the 
symbols the conveyance, guidance, restraint, power drive unit and the degree of automation for the 
total cargo handling system can be depicted.

1.1 Purpose:

This ARP specifies symbols for the pictorial standardization of aircraft cargo handling systems.  This 
serves for a better understanding, standardization and communication between all those who deal 
with aircraft cargo handling systems.

2. REFERENCES:

There are no referenced publications specified herein.

3. SYMBOL SYSTEM:

Each cargo symbol consists of a basic symbol which represents basic functions like physical function, 
load direction, etc., with respect to maximum simplicity, intelligible geometry, optical similarity and 
good retainability.

The symbols are designed to be self-explanatory and are used alone or in combination to generate 
multiple components.

A symbol characterizes a component function, but not the detail design and manufacturing method.

The standardized symbols are suitable for the use with computer aided design.

Figure 1 shows all symbols with explanations.
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4. APPLICATION:

In Figure 2 the application of some of the symbols to a typical semi-automatic underfloor cargo system 
for the latching and guiding of pallets and containers is given.
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FIGURE 1
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FIGURE 1 (Continued)
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FIGURE 1 (Continued)
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