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Foreword

ISO/IEC 6523-1:1998(E)

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical Commission) form the
specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of ISO or IEC participate in the
development of International Standards through technical committees established by the respective organization to deal with
particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other
international organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work.

In the field §f information technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical committee, 1SO/|

Internationa
Internationa

Internationd
Subcommit

This edition

ISO/IEC 65
of organiza

— Part 1.
— Part 2:

Annex A fofms an integral part of this part of ISO/IEC 6523. Annex B is for information only.

| Standards adopted by the joint technical committee are circulated to national bodies'for
| Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the national bodies casting a vote!

| Standard ISO/IEC 6523-1 was prepared by Joint Technical Committee ISO/NEQRfOEnALic
ee SC 3RQata management services

, together with ISO/IEC 6523-2:1998, cancels and replaces ISO 65231984, which has be¢

D3 consists of the following parts, under the generalrifemation teehnology — Structure for
ions and organization parts

dentification of organization identification schemes
Registration of organization identification schemes

EC JTC 1. Draft
oting. Publication as a

n technology,

en technically revised.

the identification
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Introduction

O ISO/IEC

The increased use of data processing and telecommunications capabilities in commercial, governmental and other applications
has made possible the interchange of information in an effective machine-processable form. As this type of automated
interchange increases, the need for International Standards covering data also increases. ISO/IEC 6523 defining a structure fol
a globally unigue and unambiguous identification of organizations and organization parts is one of a number of International
Standards that have been developed as a means for improving the accuracy and effectiveness of data processing and data

interchange.

In the develo

on an internatfonal basis is neither feasible nor practicable. Instead, this part of ISO/IEC 6523 receghize

identification

ent of this part of ISO/IEC 6523, it has been recognized that a single method for ideptifyi

nd provides a means for systematically incorporating these in a uniform structure-for the p

ng all organizations
5 existing methods of
Lirposes of information

interchange. In this part of ISO/IEC 6523 an organization may be identified by more than one-identificatiopn method.

The use of the
information, w

a) Improve thd

b) reduce the peed for human intervention in the interchange of information«in“machine-to-machine envir

¢) diminish thd

d) as a consequence of the foregoing, reduce the cost of the interchange of data.

Examples illugtrating the use of the structure for the identification.of organizations and organization parts
informative annex B.

The significan

— The standprd has been split into two parts, accofding to the ISO/IEC rules for the elaboration of stan

— The organ

— The format of the ICD has been changed!to variable length;

— The length
— The restriq

structure for the identification of organizations and organization parts, forthe purpose of i
Il:
accuracy of the identification of organizations and organization parts, and hence of the in

time required to specify interchange agreements;

changes since the preceding edition of ISO/IEC 6523 (1984) are the following:

zation name has been removed fram the structure;

limit for the organizationdentifier has been changed to 35 characters;
tions on the types of ¢haracters in the organization identifier have been removed,;

nterchange of

erchange of data;
bnments;

are given in

dards;

— The identification of organization parts, which was only implicit in the preceding version of the standgrd, through the

generic dg

— A compongnt has beenradded for the specification of the source of the Organization Part identifier.

finition given forthe word "organization”, is now explicit, through a separate data element;
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Information technology — Structure for the identification of organizations and
organization parts —

Part 1:

Identification of organization identification schemes

1 Scope

1.1 This par
for the purp

This part of
interchangsg

1.2 This parf

implementati

2 Normg

The followin
ISO/IEC 65
agreements

editions of the standards indicated below. Members of IEC and¥SO maintain registers of currently val

Standards.

ISO/IEC 65
Part 2: Reg

t of ISO/IEC 6523 specifies a structure for globally and unambiguously identifying organiza
pse of information interchange.

ISO/IEC 6523 also makes recommendations regarding cases where prior agreements ma
partners.

t of ISO/IEC 6523 does not specify file organization technigues, storage media , language
on.

tive references

g standards contain provisions which, through reference in-this text, constitute provisions
P3. At the time of publication, the editions indicated weré-valid. All standards are subject td
based on this part of ISO/IEC 6523 are encouraged.toinvestigate the possibility of applyi

P3-2:1998nformation technology — Structurefor the identification of organizations and or
stration of organization identification schemes.

itions, and parts therec
y be concluded betwee

5, etc. to be used in its

Of this part of

revision, and parties t
ng the most recent
d International

janization parts —

ISO/IEC 111179-3:1994nformation technology — Specification and standardization of data elements 4+ Part 3: Basic
attributes of data elements.

3 Definitjons

For the purposes of this part of ISO/IEC 6523, the following definitions apply.
NOTE 1: When a word or phrase appeéars in italics within a definition, this means that a definition exists in this paE©faSZ¥Ifor this
word or phrage.

NOTE 2: Th¢ definitions being'presented in a logical order, an alphabetic list is included.
Alphabetic ligt of the definitions Subclause
character rgpertoire 3.14

data element 3.3

data elementwvalue 3.4

ICD 38

ICD value 3.9

identification scheme 3.6

identifier 3.5

International Code Designator value, ICD value 3.9

International Code Designator, ICD 3.8

OPI 3.11

OPI source indicator (OPIS) 3.12

OPIS value 3.13

organization 3.1

organization identification scheme 3.7

organization identifier 3.10

organization part 3.2

organization part identifier (OPI) 3.11
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3.1 organization A unique framework of authority within which a person or persons act, or are designated to act, towards
some purpose.

NOTE 3: The kinds of organizations covered by this part of ISO/IEC 6523 include the following examples:

a) an organization incorporated under law;
b) an unincorporated organization or activity providing goods and/or services including:

1) partnerships;

2) social or other non-profit organizations or similar bodies in which ownership or control is vested in a group of individuals;
3) sole proprietorships;

4) governmental bodies.

¢) groupings of the above types of organizations where there is a need to identify these in information interchange.

3.3 data elem|

means of a se
3.4 data elem

3.5 identifier:
possibly to ind

3.6 identificat
3.7 organizati
3.8 Internatio

3.9 Internatio
scheme

3.10 organizg
unique within

3.11 organiz
3.12 OPI sou

3.13 OPIS va
part identifier.

3.14 charactg
4 Structurd

The purpose d
unambiguous

4.1 Compong

The structure

Jtion part identifier (OPI): An identifier allocated to a particularganization part

entA unit of data for which the definition, identification, representation and permissible val
t of attributes (ISO/IEC 11179-3).

ent valueA value out of a set of permissible values pertainingdata element

A character or group of characters constitutinata element valuesed to identify or name an
icate certain properties of that object.

on schemeA system allocatingdentifiersto registered objects.
on identification schemeAn identification schemdedicated to the unique identificationasfyar
nal Code Designator, ICD:Thedata elementised to uniquely-identify asrganization identificg

nal Code Designator value, ICD valueTheidentifier allgcated to a particularganization iden

tion identifier: Theidentifier assigned to aarganizationwithin an organization identification s
hat scheme.

ce indicator (OPIS)Thedata elementised to specify the source for thrgianization part identi

ue:The particular value (digit or capital letter) taken by@H#iSto designate the source of @y

r repertoire A set of charaetérs, considered independently of its encoding.

» for the identification of organizations and organization parts

f the structurexforthe identification of organizations and organization parts is to provide a
dentification ef one organization among all other organizations, and of any part of it as ap

pnts of<the structure

atified for

Lles are specified by

object and

izations
tion scheme.

ification

Chenand

fier

hnization

hlobal and
bropriate.

of.the identification of organizations and organization parts consists of the following four ¢

pmponents:

a) the International Code Designator (ICD);

b) the identification of an organization within an identification scheme: a data element containing an organization
identifier;

¢) the identification of an organization part: a data element containing an organization part identifier (OPI);

d) the OPI source indicator (OPIS): a data element containing a code value indicating the source of the OPI.

The third component, identification of an organization part, is optional. It is used when and only when one wants to designate a

specific part within an organization.

The fourth component, the OPI source indicator (OPIS), shall not be used if the third component is not used; it is optional when

the OPI is use

d.
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The format of these data elements is the following:

— ICD:

— Identification of an organization:

— OPI:
— OPIS:

integer, variable length, up to 4 digits;

variable length, up to 35 characters;
variable length, up to 35 characters;
1 character.

No particular sequence of the four components is specified in this part of ISO/IEC 6523.

23-1:1998(E)

The structure is illustrated in figure 1. Examples of use of the structure are given in informative annex B.

ICD Identification of an organization within an identification scheme Identification of an organization part{| OPIS
Variahjle Variable length Optional;variable length Optional;
length; up to up to 1 character.
inteder; 35 characters. 35 characters:
upto ¢
digitg.
(The sequence of the four components is not specified in thispartof ISO/IEC 6523: see 4,6)
Figure 1 — The structure for the identification of organizations and organization parts
4.2 The International Code Designator (ICD)
4.2.1The International Code Designator (ICD) is used to uniguely identify an organization identification scheme.
4.2.2The IJD values are all integers from 1 to 9999. The'ICD may be transmitted as a variable-length|data element;
conversely,|if transmitted in a 4 digit fixed length field, leading zeros shall be added to complete the format to 4 digits if the
ICD value i$ less than 1000.

4.2.3An Int¢rnational Code Designator value ds allocated to an organization identification scheme in a

procedure 4
4.2.4The IQ

4.2.5To gug
reallocated

4.2.61CD v4g
43 Theid

4.3.1An org
identificatio

pecified in ISO/IEC 6523-2.
D value allocated to an organization identification scheme shall be unique.

rantee unique identification of organization identification schemes, an ICD value once ass

llues reserved far special use are specified in clause 5.

entification/ef an organization within an identification scheme

h scheme is identified by the ICD value.

ccordance with the

igned shall not be

anizatien is identified within an identification scheme by the identifier allocated to it within that scheme. The

4.3.2The id
scheme.

entirier allocated (0 an organization within an identrication scneme shall be unique within t

4.3.3The length of the identifier shall be of maximum 35 characters.

e identification

4.3.4The format of the identifier, including the actual number of characters and character repertoire used, shall comply with t
identification scheme as documented upon registration, in accordance with ISO/IEC 6523-2.

4.4 The identification of an organization part

4.4.1 Purpose and usage

4.4.1.1The purpose of the identification of an organization part is to facilitate, through an Organization Part Identifier (OPI),
the reference to any department, service or other entity within an organization, which needs to be identified for information
interchange.
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4.4.1.20rganization part identifiers may be allocated:

© |SO/IEC

a) either by the scheme identifying the organization (in addition to the identifier of the organization itself);

b) or by another method, specified at the initiative of the organization or by agreement between the interchange
partners.

NOTE 4:

— In case "b", the identifier may be for exampieatedby the organization, athoserby it using an external source of identifiers other
than the one used for the identification of the organization.

— A combination of approaches "a" and "b" may also be used, for example if the organization part identifier used is an identifier created by

the scheme

identifying the organizaticompletedcby a sub-identifier coming from another source.

4.4.1.3When t
by the rules gq

— some orga

— changes in
organizatio

4.4.2 Rules

4.4.2.1The idg
4.4.2.2The len
4.4.2.3When i_
governing an i
4.5 The Orga
4.5.1 Purpose|

Interchange p
designate, or
allocated by tH
organization it
The purpose d
4.5.2 Rules
4.5.2.1The OH
4.5.2.2The fol

0: The OPI
NOTE 5:

Te Tdentification of organization parts 1s dorne ny the organizations themseives, andexcept
verning the identification scheme:

nizations may choose to allocate identifiers to parts of themselves, other may choosSe hot t

if otherwise specified

D do so.

the list of parts identified by the organization, and to the identifiers allocated to.them, are [nanaged by the

n itself, at its own initiative.

ntifier allocated to a part of organization shall be unique within that erganization.
gth of the identifier shall be of maximum 35 characters.
Hentifiers have been allocated to parts of an organization, and except if otherwise specified

dentification scheme, the transmission of these identifiers as components of the structure

inization Part Identifier Source indicator (QRIS)

hrtners may use various types of OPI, depending, for example, of the type of organization
bf requirements proper to a given category of interchanges. For example they may use in g
ird parties such as a public administration; in other cases they will use identifiers allocated
self; etc.

f the OPI source indicator_ (OPIS) is to allow specifying the source for the Organization Pa

IS, when used (see 4.1), shall have a length of 1 character, and be a digit (0 to 9) or a ca|
owing valugs of the OPIS shall have the following meaning:

s allocated by the issuing organization managing the Identification Scheme specified in th

| by the rules
emains optional.

barts they want to
ome cases identifiers
freely by the

rt Identifier.

ital letter (A to Z).

b |ICD;

Such’a case may exist only if the Organization identification scheme, in addition to allocating identif

ers to organizations,

also allocatesTdentifiers to parts of these organizations {See 4412 a)t

1: The OPI is other than in the case of value "0" above, and is selected by the organization specified in the organization

identifier;

9: The OPI used is selected according to agreements between the interchange partners.

4.5.2.3If the OPI used is a combination of an identifier allocated by the issuing organization managing the Identification
Scheme specified in the ICD, and of a complementary identifier allocated by other means (for example by the organization
itself), the values 0 and 1 shall not be used.

4.5.2.40PIS values 2 to 8 are reserved for future use.

4.5.2.5AIphabetic values of the OPIS may be used to specify, at an international, national or sectorial level, or within the
framework of an interchange agreement, particular organization parts identification systems.
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4.6 Mechanism for association of the ICD value, the organization identifier, the organization part identifier
and the OPIS value

The mechanism by which the ICD value, the organization identifier, the organization part identifier (when used), and the OPI.
value (when used) are associated is not specified in this part of ISO/IEC 6523. It may include implicit use of ICD value (e.qg.
prior agreement between interchanging partners allowing for its omission in the actual interchange) as well as explicit
interchange of ICD value together with the organization identifier and, if used, the organization part identifier and the OPIS
value. Any syntax (including eventually the use of separators) may be agreed for this purpose.

5 Reserved ICD values

5.1Interchanging partners may want, by prior agreement, to interchange organization identifiers allecgted by an identification
scheme to Which no ICD value has been assigned, or for which the assignment of an ICD value is-perjding.

The followinjg range of ICD values is reserved to this effect:
9900 - 9999

The interchainge partners shall agree on the identification of the identification scheme; using one of the above reserved value
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Annex A
(normative)
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Specification of attributes of the International Code Designator (ICD)

A.1 General

For the purpog
in accordance
may support t

NOTE 6: There
their precise sp

| - Internatid

Name:
Abbreviated n
Version:

Definition:

Representatio
Form of repre
Datatype of d{
Maximum sizg

Minimum size

and of the Organization Part Identifier Source indicator (OPIS)

ame:

h category:
bentation:

ita element values:

of data element values:

Comment on representation:

Permissible dg

Validity categq

ita element values;

ryforusage:

nal Code Designator (ICD):

of data element values:

es of this part of ISO/IEC 6523, the technical specifications of the ICD and of the OPIS’ar
with ISO/IEC 11179-3. They shall be implemented for the registration of organization-iden
hose preparing for or using organization identifiers or organization part identifiers'in inform

is in this annex no specification of attributes for the data element "Identification of an lorganization”
beification will depend on the identification schemes used.

International Code Designator
ICD

2

Data element used to uniquely identify an
organizationridentification scheme
Character representation

Code

Integer

4

1

Leading zeros are optional

— ldentifiers for the Organization identification
schemes that have been registered according
to ISO/IEC 6523:1998

— and values 9900 to 9999 (reserved for use
by agreement between interchange partners)

Information interchange

b given in this annex,
tification schemes and
htion interchange.

hor for the OPI because

Responsible organizatfion:

Registration status:

Source document

[SOMEC JTC I/SC 14
International Standard
ISO/IEC 6523:1998

Il - Organization Part Identifier Source indicator:

Name:

Abbreviated name:

Version:

Definition:

Organization Part Identifier Source indicator
OPIS
1

Data element used to specify the source for
the organization part identifier
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Representation category:
Form of representation:

Datatype of data element values:

Maximum size of data element values:

Minimum size of data element values:
Permissible data element values:
Validity category for usage:

Responsible_organization:

Character representation
Code

Character

1

1

0to9;AtoZ

Information interchange
ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 14

ISO/IEC 6523-1:1998(E)

Registration) status:

Source document

International Standard
ISO/IEC 6523:1998
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